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Singing together is a foundational part of the shared human experience and connects us to one another throughout 
our lifetimes. Choirs are the primary way for people to sing together in the United States with nearly 54 million 
Americans actively engaged in a choir.1 The importance of choral singing has not diminished since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Now, more than ever during this time of forced disconnection, choirs are vital. People who 
participate in choir benefit greatly by:  

• Building and maintaining social connections 
• Exploring the historical, cultural, and societal music from diverse communities of people 
• Fostering understanding among people of different ages, races, genders, and socioeconomic backgrounds 
• Encouraging musical creativity and literacy 
• Nurturing emotional well-being  
• Improving physical and mental health  

 
Our Northwest communities are enriched by choral professionals who serve in schools, colleges, faith organizations, 
and volunteer choirs. These talented, innovative professionals are prepared to pivot, adapt, and deliver dynamic 
choral teaching and learning experiences during these complicated times. 

• They create, foster and sustain singing communities.  
• They have the knowledge and enthusiasm to adapt to whatever the conditions require. 
• They have the creativity and stamina to lead singing communities, even as the rules of the physical world 

around them change rapidly.  
• They focus on process and not only a performance product, leading choirs through creative discovery and 

rehearsals that develop character, empathy, and expression. 
• They actively engage in professional development for new skills needed in these changing times. 

 
The Northwest region of the American Choral Directors Association (NWACDA) is a professional organization of 
musicians, conductors, composers, and teachers devoted to supporting the work of more than a thousand members 
in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming. Our choral professionals are resilient, adaptable, 
and flexible. Through skills that are innovative and inclusive, we are ready to forge new trails, to help our singers 
grow and thrive using creativity, ingenuity, and hard work to make a positive difference in our communities. 
 
At this time of uncertain funding, support for choirs is in jeopardy. It is essential that we protect and support choirs 
and choral professionals during this time of need. Choirs unify, comfort, and connect us even in this time of physical 
distancing. Now, more than ever, let us do everything we can to keep people singing together.  
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1 The Chorus Impact Study: Singing for a Lifetime (2019). 
https://www.chorusamerica.org/sites/default/files/resources/ChorusImpactStudy_SingingforaLifetime.pdf 
 


